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ABSTRACT 

Noting that poetry reading and writing can be arduous 
or self-fulfilling for children, this paper presents guidelines, 
activities, and a list of suggested books for enhancing poetry 
appreciation. Guidelines presented in the paper for poetry reading 
include: read poetry aloud every day to help children understand the 
rhythm and music of the form; plan and select poetry carefully; 
display poems read aloud; and provide opportunities for students to 
read or recite a favorite poem individually, with a partner, or with 
a chorus. Guidelines in the paper for stimulating poetry writing 
include: topic selection should originate in the feelings and 
experiences of the children; and initial poetry writing should be 
collaborative. The paper concludes with a categorized annotated 
bibliography (with accompanying activities for many of the books) of 
23 poetry books published between 197A and 1992 for children 8 to 12 
years old. (RS) 
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Guidelines for Children's Poetry Appreciation and Poetry 
Writing ind Suggested Books and Activities 



Poetry reading and writing can be arduous or self-fulfilling 
for children. In order to make poetry the latter for children, 
teachers should carefully choose activities, as well as sample 
poetry. The following guidelines and activities are recommended 
for enhancing poetry appreciation. 



1. Read poetry aloud every day to help children enjoy and 
understand the rhythm and music of the form. 

2. Plan and select poetry carefully. 

a. Initially, select poetry that you feel close to and 
poetry that has immediate appeal to children, e.g. 
humorous poetry about familiar experience. 

b. Select poetry that can stand alone - without extensive 
explanation. 

c. Later, you may choose to devote weekly selections to a 
theme, author, or upcoming holiday. 

3. Ask open-ended questions after poetry readings. 

4. Employ cooperative groups whereby group members, e.g. discuss 
what the poem conveys to them or reconstruct a disassembled 
poem after initial presentation. 

5. Display prominantly in the classroom an> poem read aloud. 

6. Duplicate poems read aloud for interested individuals to 
read by themselves . 

7. Provide opportunities for students to read or recite a 
favorite poem individually, with a partner, or with a chorus, 
but don't force students to memorize poetry and perform 
before the class. 



In stimulating poetry writing by children the following 
guidelines and activities are recommended. 



1. Before children write poetry, they must have read and 
listened to poetry. 

2. As poetry writing is introduced, teachers should bear in mind: 

a. There are no "poetry rules" to which students must adhere.* 

b. There is no right or wrong thought. 

c. Children should be guided to avoid cliches. 

d. Children may have to be convinced that poetry doesn't 
have to rhyme. 

e. The creative process and the editing process are .separate 
processes . 

3. Topic selection should originate in the feelings and 
experiences of the children in your classroom. 

4. Initial poetry writing should be a collaborative effort in 
V7hich the class brainstorms ideas and then a class poem is 
composed using the chalkboard or overhead projector. 

5. Individual composition follows a collaborative effort. (Just 
as humorous poetry may have been introduced in first poetry 
readings by the teacher, writing of humorous poetry may be 
natural first attempts, e.g. limericks.) 



l^ile keeping the preceding recommendations in mind to meet 
the teacher's goals, the teacher should also consider the students' 
interests as he/she contemplates selection of sample poetry. 
The following categorized annotated bibliography of poetry books 
for children includes books that appeal to the interests and 
concerns of children 8 to 12. Activities are suggested for each 
bcok or category - activities that either support poetry 
appreciation or poetry writing. 
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Humorous and Nfnnsense Vppqa 



Ciardi. J. (1989). The honpfnl trout. ^nH other Hm^r ^oi.. 
Boston: Houghton Miff 1 in. — nm^rioK c j . 

Sometimes Even Parents Win " ^s^iy oeing 



Activity: The limerick from which the title comes can be used as a 

stimulus for such limericks as "The Hopeful ptg " "The 

Hopeful Cow," "The Hopeful Tuna," and other pof ^ ibi 1 i t ies 
which Will come about through brainstorming ^^^ii^ies 

New \ork: Margaret K. McElderry Books' '^'■'I'M'im. 
What chfidSn^elight-^rc^Llerfblurdirfu^^^ H , 

Trertsi: -rrniiud:s.^-^^-°"----"--"^ 



Activity: ^^^are such poems as "Advice," "The Case of the Crumbled 
on?^iK^ . , ^ '"l^sspent Youth" and have the class 
collaboratively compose similar poems. 

Lobel. A. (1983). The book of oigericks . 
New Vork: Harper Trophy. 

Included within this slim volume are thirty-eight oritfinal 
limericks about all manner of pigs. original 



Activity. .\dditional pigericks. both collaborative and individual 
compositions can be placed in a class book ent?t ^d 
More PUerirks or Pig Out nn pj c^ori^lr^ entitled 

Activity: Instead of pigericks. the class could compose dogericks 
catericks. or bugericks. "bciicks. 



ERIC 



5 



Moss. J. (1989). The buttf>rflv lap 
New York: Bantam Books. 

This is a collection of poems selected to tickle your funny bone. 
Activity; poems as ' Humpty Dumpty, - Rules, " and 

e^d^^?fSd-yfd^-l,rc^om^-e^^Lna?-^:„s-''^^°---'^ 

argue with a shark; having an .lUgltoJ as a pei. ^"ouldn't 

™u^d:^ts'':;;d^e^-ci'-::?3i!'^^^ -'"^ 

Sawyer p. (1978). There onr^e a hooL Pm "-1-|-- 
Milwaukee: Raintree Children's Books: ""rlfUfi . 

short'^n^rodu^tl^n'e^ptl^islhrty^.c:? "'l""' °' limericks. The 

nmer.ck is ■ HustraL^ra'dtfLT^n'?' iL°Wid°uat. ' ^"'"^ 



Ac t i vi ty ; 



After sharing this book and collaboratively 
composing limericks, children can write their own 
limericks and illustrate them 



Silverstein S. (I98l). A M^ht ,n . 
New York.; Harper and Row. 

Poems in this volume include 'Mp^qv o^^m •■ -d 
Child," "Unscratfhahi P Tt.-h ^ ^ • Prayer of the Selfish 

the more thartJo^L^:;. ^ .^^f - ,--,;n^ of 
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Poe^s ™ay serve as a first i"rodCc?Ion'to%oe?r;°"^ 



The Siihieot nf p^^^ 

Adoff.A. (1979). £ats. 

New York: Lc^hroD r £. ck v. 

"TOP, Lee, & Shepherd Books 

^^^^^.rnou ..o„ ee,e.rates a ,ove af.a.r „ah foo. Hp-s,acU„. 

Snve™re=:„"ogd:^''Ma'r JoZ^pS^ke"'":"."^ ^^'^"^ She, 
conect.on provides a deHgh^r ;:;t;or ti^to^poet ™^ 

Poe^f:h^'^™u7cVre^e"t'7H:""":H* collection of food 

a day. P„e»s -lected coutd be fron,°[hr?K™""''"'' '''^t f"-" 

and/or those written »y the'c.hr,dr'™ t'L'.se We%'°°''= "^'^^ 
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Hooray fnj- Hn i jr^ayc^t 
Livingston. M. C. (1989). girthd.y poe.s. New York: Holiday 

speciI?^\rfo? e^i?y":iird''?he'L"i°' r""? -"^-^"g around that 
year-olds or younge^ majority of the poems are for eight- 

Activity: The teacher can read a poem from the collection 

when It IS a child's birthday. Since some o??hP 
poems include a child's name. subsJuute the 
honoree's name for the name in the poem. 

Livingston. M. C. (Ed.). (i987). New Y.. r ■ . p .^p,- 
New York: Holiday House. Poe.ms . 

the Nlwleir." ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ed mixture of old and new poems to celebrate 

Activity: Since several poems in this anthology describe 
various New Year traditions , e. g. Chinese 
Cornish..., students may choose to fasMon 
poe ry reflecting the New Year tradition ?n 
their culture, region, or familial setting 

Preiutsky. J. (1977). It's ha M nw.>.n 
.New \ork : Scholast ic. 

Twelve Halloween poems are included ir thic emo i i i 
cassette recording is available. ^ volume. A 

Activity: After sharin^^ these Halloween poems, allow students to 

make their own record , ngs , complete with sound effects. 

^"^'""llt^'y ^'Jt^^- It's valent,n.-o 

New \ork: Scholast ir. 
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Activity: After sharing these poems, the class or indwidual <, m«v 
compose a poem similar to "I Made My Do<? a Va^nf 
•I Love You More Than Applesauce • Valentine, or 

Wallace. D. (Ed.). (1976) Witch DoPm« 
New York: Holiday Hous e. 

Elegant eerie illustrations accompany these scratrhv 
scrawly poems about small witches, nasty witches n^n! ^^^^^^hy, 
witches and young witches. witches, nice witches, old 

Activity: Read, display and distribute poems from thi^ . 

seen the black and white'u .us^raf ons by^Mna H?San"* 

Worth, V. ( 1992) At i-hr i « tma »t , 
New York: Harper Collins. 

Deoemb^:;%^i.%rgr?he SL^t f u f Ir.e^ f [^^J ^^wl tJ ^^ii^^^ ^ 

Activity: As poems are shared from this festive collection 

volunteers may choose to copy a poem in wrUing or on a 
word processor, attach it to the back of an illustration 
reoresenting the poem's theme, and hang it on a class 
Christmas tree or one at home. 8 i t on a class 

Color Mv WnrlH 

Adoff. A. (1988). Greens . 

New York: Lothrop, Lee, and Shepherd Books. 

The many shades of green are celphrat^H k,, fv,^ ^ 
the central place of colSr in the chJ^d's Jor^d. ""^^ 



Ac t i V i t y : 



-•'ha'-ing Adoffs poetry effectively with a aroup 

■see ho'^throo^t' "-y. studen?s'can' 

^ee now tne poetry he uses is fu 1 of music rhvfhm 

rhyme. If a student has an affinity for a pa;t[J^far 
color, he may attempt a similar co 1 1 ec t ion . Tg! '"etues . • 
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Monsters T ff^vo Vr^^...^ 



New York: Holiday House. 



.onstI?^^oT;L'L°o^1nS%^^lr:irVLL't^ - the 

the illustrations. monsters - some even hidden in 

Pr elutsky J. ( 1976). ^.i^Mmares . 
New York: Greenwillow Books. 



Ac t i vi ty 



Ulustratjons. The LoSgfJj^ed'SMlg , ^'^"^^^""^hr'"'' 



Fr iendgh i p 

^"'^'^Mf 'V Rollins h.nw.y rf^wn tH. K.,. 

iNew lork: Gre^nwi i i 



York: Greenwillow Books. 

/s is 

one or more of them 

Act i vi ty : 



An appealing gang of boys is made rpa ] fK^ 
your class may identify with nn^^r^L!^!! ?^ -^^^ The boys in 



Lump, Harvey, and Will. inos,e oi iony. 



^0 
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visualize words in ne^ ways experiment with poetry and 



Activity: Concrete poems, written during the course nf « fH 

unit, can be bound in a class book. ^ thematic 
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For Further Reading 



Harms. J. M. & Lpt-fnw Tin 

The Re...n^^^I°r^.,"- , ^^T^Ts'^''''" '^^'^^ children. 

Heller. M. F. (1991). Read i ncr-w^ , f i 
^Hactiae. New York: Longman 

Newark. DE . International Heading Association 

"'''"cafegSri^^rfLtf?e"^^bJb?Ll;:^>lrs1,e'c°?''.^ "^^ ^"""^ ^ ^ 

Choices". Lafayette f!°7?':^Phy. selected from "Children's 

(EPIC Docu„ent'%^1J:auc'?ion's":r;?i:'?;o°'HD°3"^5"?|^r" """"'^ 
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